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1. Considerable information is available on Ferenc VAJTA in the files
at headquarters and has been summarized below for your information.

2. sVA3TA, whose real name is reportedly VICSEK or VLTSCHEK, was born
at Debrecen, Hungary, in 1914. He studied at the Sorbonne in Paris and at
Geneva, and later spent -several years in Rome as correspondent of the
Hungarian paper Ui Magvarsag until expelled in 1941 for his criticism of the
Italian Army. While in Italy, VAJTA was in the service of both the Hungarian
Intelligence Service and the German Abwehr. It was also reported that he
worked at unspecified dates for the Hungarian Intelligence Service in Belgrade
and Istanbul. In 1941-42 he was the Berlin correspondent of Ui Marmrsag
and Cultural Attache for the Hungarian Legation in Berlin. Returning to
Budapest in 1943, he founded and edited the pro-Nazi weekly As Orszag. At
this time he was described as "a creature of MECSER and ANTAL", two of the
principal political agents for the Germans in Hungary. His task in this
capacity was to destroy pro-American and pro-British sympathy among the upper
and middle class readers of As Orszag; his comments were often verbatim trans-
lations of official German propaganda. He made scurrilous attacks on the
President of the United States and other Western leaders. He was a member of
the Hungarian Nazi Ferenc SZALASI's Arrow Cross Party and when SZALASI seized

\power in 1944, VAJTA was appointed Hungarian Consul General in Vienna. At the
\beginning of the siege of Vienna, he decamped with the consulate funds and the
-valuables of his staff. When later arrested by the Americans, some of the
stolen property was discovered in his possession. It was also reported that

A was responsible for the deaths of grounded United States Air Force per-
nnel and that until 1945 he had demanded death by hanging of captured American
lots through his paper Az Ors zag.

3. By the Allied Governments' definition of war cries, he 'fell 5ntec7
e automatic arrest category and was taken into custody byi CBS on 7 June 1945.
was subsequently released to 7th Army custody. A few weeks after his arrest, i
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he escaped to the French Zone where he worked himself into the good graces
of the French authorities by revealing the burial place of several thousand
kilograms of gold and diamonds. Following this he obtained employment with
the French Intelligence Service in Innsbruck, to which organization he rep-
resented himself as a victim of American-Hungarian persecution because of
his anti-Soviet activities. Several attempts were made by the USFA in Austria
to have VAJTA returned to American custody and assurances were given by the
French that he would be returned. However, VAJTA eventually was permitted to
escape to Italy.

4. In August 1946, there was founded at Innsbruck the "Hungarian
Popular Front" organization, composed of General FARKAS, Jozsef NY1RO, Count
Nlhaly TELEKY, Lajos LIPTAY, Blamer KORANI, and VAJTA. This group was
officially admitted into the "INTERMARIUM", an anti-Soviet organization con-
posed of various emigre Eastern European and Russian groups. In June 1946
VAJTA had gone clandestinely to Northern Italy, still working for the French
Service, and by September 1946 he was in Rome. There he claimed to be a Hapsburg
follower and boasted of his contact with De GAULLE. From Rome he made at least
one trip to Paris where it was reported he conferred with De GUILE on behalf
of the Hungarian Rightists. He had several contacts in the Vatican, including
Msgr. Zoltan NYISTOR, head of the Vatican Press Office. During this period
VAJTA was briefly in Allied custody.

5. In Madrid in February 1947, VAJTA approached the Spanish Foreign
Office with the claim that he represented the anti-Soviet movement "INTERMARIUMv,
which, he stated, was to provide an army to fight with British and French forces
against the USSR. The Spanish Foreign Office approved his plans and put him in
contact with the Cardinal Primate of Spain, the Archbishop of Toledo, who was to
assist him financially. VAJTA l s ostensible mission in Madrid wan to handle
Hungarian refugee matters. He apparently had a large sum of money at his dis-
posal which, reportedly, originated with the Vatican.

6. Returning to Rome about March 1947, VAJTA became increasingly active
in Hungarian affairs. He was in touch with Father Tibor GATJUS, acting head of
Hungarian relief at the Vatican, and was also in touch with the nummulcuart
organization. He branched out into business by establishing a tile factory, pur-
chasing a restaurant, and also wrote a book entitled "Save Hungary". In his
writing, etc., he bitterly criticized American policy in Austria and Germany.

7. Early in 1947 the Czechoslovakian Government through the Warsaw Polish
Embassy in Rome, presented a demand for VAJTA's arrest and extradition. This
demand passed through Italian ministerial channels and resulted in his arrest..
An Italian agrarian expert named INSABATO, who had known VAJTA in Geneva during
the league of Nations period, appealed in conjunction with Fauato PECORARI,
Demo-Christian Deputy in Italy, to the Italian Chief of Police FERRARI for VAZTA's
release. FERRARI ordered VAJTA l s release but did not revoke the order for his
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arrest. VAJTA was told by the Italians to "disappear" upon his release.
INSABATO gave him shelter in his hone for a few days and PECORARI arranged
to have him taken to a Florentine convent, according to one report. Another
report stated that VAJTA had been hidden by the Jesuits until his papers
could be recovered from the Italian police. On 1 September 1947, the Italian
Foreign Ministry issued an extradition order against VAJTA; however, an
American CIC officer, acting in unofficial capacity, assisted VAJTA in escap-
ing on the SS CIUDAD DE VALENCIA sailing from Genoa to Barcelona. VAJTA
arrived in Madrid on 25 September 1947.

8. While in Rome, VAJTA had attempted to form an organization to be
known as the "Unione Continentale" or "Center of Studies for the Balkans and
Central Europe". This organization was to serve as a collecting point for
anti-Communist emigre elements and would, incidentally, compete with and
eventually replace "INTERPARIUM". During the summer of 1947, VAJTA wrote and
had published a book entitled "La Confederazione Danubiana", wherein he re-
portedly expressed the ideas motivating his post-war activity. According to
his own statements, the British and French have offered him assignments -in the
"Europa Union", an organization sponsored by those two countries. He claims
to have refused the offers.

9. VAJTA left Madrid via TWA airlines on 15 December en route to New
York and Washington, D. C. His trip was made for the alleged purpose of con-
tacting Hungarian exiles to turn them from "IIITERNARIUM" toward the "Continental
Union". He was arrested in Washington in January 1948 and taken to Ellis Island
for deportation. His presence was said to be "prejudicial to the interests of
the United States."

10. VATTA l s detention at Ellis Island was publicized in the English
language Habana Post and in February 1948, a source in Cuba stated that VAJTA
was a dangerous Soviet spy. Source claimed that VAJTA was a member of the
HUNGARIAN Communist Party under a Ukranian name and following instructions of
Soviet agents, had joined the Hungarian-Nazi party. According to this source,
following collapse of Hungary, VAJTA had escaped to Rome where he kept Italian
Communist headquarters informed of United States actions while employed by the
U.S. Military Intelligence Service.	 r 12	 •

11. A Havana report dated 15 March 1948 contk=ad7additienal. information
from the source of paragraph 10 above. Source reporkeaFthat'beLlaisiteitonaily
acquainted with VAJTA when both were students at thel University in Hungary *bout
18 years before. VAJTA was active in young Hungarian extremist circles, in
communication with the Soviet Embassy in Budapest and understood to be highiy
regarded by the Soviet Minister in Hungary. During this period, source stated
that he knew from personal experience that VAJTA waq often entertained by the
Soviet Minister in Hungary in the Soviet Embassy bu3lding. When Hitler came
into power in Germany about this time, VAJTA appear rivhe-Hungarieal- rightist
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extremist youth organizations as a "leader." It was, according to source,
an open secret however that the Soviet Embassy did not sever connections with
VAJTA. Source believed that VAJTA had switched his activities at the dictation
of the Communist Party.

12. The information in paragraphs 10 and 11 above was evaluates C-3
at the time of submission. The evaluation of the source of this information,
whose pseudonym is C:	 has however recently been lowered to a D, and the
above information snouid be viewed with that in mind.

114. In addition to the above, there is a report from Italy, dated
20 Apritit atd evaluated C-3. The source is identified as Hungarian Ecclesiastical
leader in Italy. Source commented on the fact that VAJTA was under investigation
by the FBI'in the United States at that time. Source was of the opinion that
VAJTA was an agent provocateur of the Russians, sent to penetrate Hungarian
circles in the United States. The Hungarian experts at headquarters commented
at the time this report was received that there was nothing in VAJTA's past
record to substantiate this source's suspicion.

14. VAJTA may have been in Cuba in 1949. The arrival of a Major Bence
VAJDA, possibly in February 1949, was reported by the Havana station in a report
dated 18 April 1949. The source, Amandin, reported that Major VAJDA claimed
to be an officer in the present Hungarian Army on six months leave, was a social
democrat, and did not feel very happy in his present employment in the Hungarian
Army because of the Communist leadership in Hungary which had wiped out most of
his friends in the Army. Major VAjDA claimed that the Army respected his ability
as they needed intelligent young men and he was employed in the technical phases
of the Hungarian Army's operations.

15. A later report received from Havana, dated 3 August 1949 and
evaluated 3-2, reported the arrival of one Vaida BENOIT in Cuba from Genoa, Italy,
aboard the Polish vessel JAGIELLO on 1 February 1949. BENOIT was a Hungarian citizen
carrying oassoort 56300, thirty-five years of age, a bachelor, and a medical pro-
fessor.	 j claimed that Vaida BE:JOIT was identical with Major Bence VAJDA.

reported that Major VAJDA had during the past few months stated that he
was formerly a member of the Hungarian Communist party and on one occasion stated
that he was only on leave from the lhavarian Army at the present time. A report
dated 9 Septemer 1949, source C._ :] reported that Bence VAJDA, although care-
ful to emphasize his anti-Communist leanings had continued to give evidence that
he had a number of friends in Hungary who still had influence. He was working for
the division of the anti-Communist Hungarian groun in Cnba by establishing a
Protestant religious association. According to 	 J the result would be to
divide the Free Hungarian Movement in Cuba into two groppaj77VAJDA's wife's father,
named Dare RAVESZ, was in Hungary. Bishop REVESZ, a Cathölici'had made pro-
Communist statements. VAJDA claimed to have divorced his wife and stated that she
and their child were living in Hungary.
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16. It was believed at that time that Pence VARA might be the same
as Ferenc VAJTA although there is nothing later in the files at headquarters
to indicate that this was over established.

17. Headquarters is unable to evaluate the , following information which
indicates that VAJTA was anti-Nazi in 1941-1942. A report from Madrid, dated
7 November 1947, reported information on file at the Embassy regarding Ferenc
VAJTA. According to this information, VARA. was expelled from Italy by the
Mussolini government for his anti-fascist sentiments, and in 1941 was sent to
Berlin as head of the Hungarian Legation's Press and Information section. In
1941-42 he organized a group of Balkan and Eastern European intellectuals into
an organization to combat German influence in those areas. He headed a news-
paper of similar tendency and was often the subject of strong attacks on the
part of the German press, especially the Volkischer Baobachter and.the Frank-
furter kamig. In 1943, together with one KALLY, President of the Hungarian
Council, VAJTA founded another newspaper dedicated to championing the rights of
Eastern and Southeastern European countries to manage their own affairs. This
was suppressed when the Germans formally occupied Hungary in March of 1944.

18. Other than this unevaluated report, and the accusations of a source
in Italy and the source in Cuba (which it is felt should be viewed with some
degree of caution), an examination of the files at headquarters indicates that

' YASTA has been consistently pro-Nazi, anti-Communist, anti-American and anti-
British. He is reputed to be a man without scruples or principles. He appears
-to have jumped from one sponsor to another, if the change were to his advantage.
There is no record in our files that VAJTA was at any time, or is, connected with

, the Hungarian Communist Party or any Communist party. It is significant that
i in early 1947 the Communist Hungarian Charge in Rome requested the Italian Police
to arrest VAJTA on the grounds that he was classified as a war criminal by the
present Hungarian regime.

19. It is apparent from the above that there is considerable doubt that
VAJTA is, or could be, an agent of the Soviet Union. However, it is believed that
there is just sufficient information to this effect to warrant an investigation
of his present activities end contacts--over a reasonable period of time.
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